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Dear Mr. Werkheiser,

I would like to request that the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) conduct an updated oil and gas
resource assessment for the Bakken Formation and the Three Forks Formation in North Dakota,
South Dakota, and Montana.

As you know, the most recent survey of the Bakken region by USGS in 2013 more than doubled
the estimated mean resources for technically recoverable oil to 7.38 billion barrels, which
included an estimated 6.7 trillion cubic feet of recoverable natural gas. Since mid-2014, the price
of oil has dropped by more than half from highs of well over $100 per barrel and has been
hovering near $50 per barrel for most of 2017. As a result of the drop in prices, the oil industry
was forced to innovate in order to stay competitive in a lower-for longer scenario. Through
various new methods, processes, technological innovations, the oil industry has figured out how
to both lower the cost of development and production — and extract more oil from both new and
old wells.

The North Dakota Industrial Commission reports that these new technologies and creative
methods adopted by the energy industry have led to the production lifespan of producing wells to
increase dramatically year over year since 2012. In 2017, the average producing well has
extracted nearly twice as much oil by the seventh-month of production as the average well did in
2011.

As the energy industry continues to innovate — and we learn more about the unique geology in
this region that holds immense oil and gas reserves — the amount of technically recoverable oil
and natural gas will continue to increase. I understand that a new USGS assessment for the
Bakken is scheduled for 2020, but I urge you to conduct an assessment prior to that date in order
to gather the best available data to better inform development, investment, and other resource
allocation decisions by state, local, and tribal governments and oil and gas producers. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Senator Heitkamp

United States Senator
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